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APPLIED 
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RESEARCH

PURPOSE Research 
“with”  

Helping

Research “for”  
Fixing 

Research “on”  
 Describing

POWER 
ORIENTATION

Embedded Invited expert External

STAKEHOLDERS Problem co-
definers

Decision makers are 
Clients

All subjects are  
sources of information

EVIDENCE Dialogic, 
Qualitative &  
quantitative, 
Experiential

Qualitative & Quantitative Qualitative & Quantitative

Re-Make the world Mirror the world

Action Research Knowledge Ecosystem.



Conceptual Space

Relational SpaceCollaborative  
Experiments

Generative 

Knowledge



Objectivity/objectification  
endangers our humanity 

Action Research  
“Deep Change” 



 How do we 
open up 
‘Ivory 
Towers’

to create the 
learning  
society we 
need.

Knowledge co-creationKnowledge for consumption



The Ficino Project
By 2025 100 universities linking academia and community 

action in collaborative, developmental experiments



First they laugh, then they say, of course!



Beyond 
‘Ivory 
Towers’

Next Gen 
Glocal 
Learning 
Communities

Knowledge  Co-creation

Expert knowledge for consumption
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